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Why flood 
insurance 
in U.S. is 


broke and 
broken 


BY MARY WILLIAMS WALSH 
New York Times 


In August, when Hurricane 
Harvey was bearing down on 
Texas, David Clutter was in 
court, trying one more time to 
make his insurer pay his flood 
claim - from Hurricane Sandy, 
five years before. 

Clutter’s insurer is the fed- 
eral government. As it resists 
his claims, he has been forced 
to take out a third mortgage 
on his house in Long Beach, 
N.Y., to pay for repairs to 
make it habitable for his wife 
and three children. He owes 
more than the house is worth, 
and his flood-insurance pre- 
miums just went up. 

The government-run Na- 
tional Flood Insurance Pro- 
gram is the only source of 
flood insurance for more than 
5 million households in the 
United States. This hurricane 
season, as tens of thousands 
of Americans seek compensa- 
tion for storm-inflicted water 
damage, they face a problem: 
The flood insurance program 
is broke and broken. 

The program, administered 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, has 
been in the red since Hurri- 
cane Katrina flooded New 
Orleans in 2005. It still has 
more than a thousand dis- 
puted claims left from Sandy. 
And in October, it exhausted 
its $30 billion borrowing ca- 
pacity and had to get a bailout 
to keep paying current claims. 

Congress must decide by 
Dec. 8 whether to keep the 
program going. An unusual 
coalition of insurers, envi- 
ronmentalists and fiscal con- 
servatives has joined the 
Trump administration in call- 
ing for fundamental changes 
in the program, including 
direct competition from pri- 
vate insurers. The fiscal con- 
servatives note that the pro- 
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DID YOU 
FORGET? 


Daylight saving time 
ended at 2 a.m. today. 
Did you set your clocks 
back one hour? 


Voters banned cougar hunts, 
yet the killing never stopped 


UC Davis Wildlife Health Center 


A motion-activated trail camera caught a cougar watching over her shoulder as her cubs feed on a deer carcass in 2014 in Orange County. 
All three cougars are the offspring of M-86, the only mountain lion known to have bred after successfully crossing the Interstate 15 freeway. 


In 1990, Prop. 117 shielded pumas, 
but the state issues a kill permit if 
the big cats attack pets, livestock 
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BY RYAN SABALOW + Meet the man who wounded P-45, the 
AND PHILLIP REESE A amet 5 
abalo dae tom celebrity mountain lion of Malibu. 
E @ : sacb.ee/bJIY 
MALIBU + Why one California family chose not to 
ictoria Vaughn doesn’t kill a mountain lion that killed their goats. 
have a killer’s heart. sacb.ee/bJIP 


The 59-year-old 
artist and former sub- the cat away at night. But on 
stitute teacher, whose eyes well Thanksgiving weekend, the 
with tears when she gets upset, cougar once again got into her 
loves animals. It’s why she start- alpaca pen and massacred 10 


ed raising alpacas for wool for more animals in a single night. 

her weaving projects in the first One of the alpacas - a brown- 

place. wooled baby named Hope -was Victoria Vaughn shows her alpacas a plaster casting of a paw print of 
She certainly never thought left dangling morbidly by its P-45, a cougar that had killed her previous alpacas in Malibu last year. 

she’d want to kill one of Cali- head from the pen’s wire fence. 

fornia’s most charismatic mam- Vaughn had had enough. She 

mals. obtained a permit from the state Mountain lion permits and takes 


That changed last year when of California allowing her to kill a : EE: 
a mountain lion started coming the lion. Hers was one of about About 45 percent of mountain lion take permits result in kills. 


around at night, savaging her 218 such “depredation permits” „s9 354 

alpacas. Vaughn and her neigh- issued in California every year, 

bors in the rugged mountains though typically less than half 300 

behind Malibu’s beaches blame result in a kill. 

this single lion for wiping out Californians voted to ban 250 PERMITS 

more than 100 goats, alpacas, hunting of mountain lions in 235 
sheep and other animals, some- 1990, but that hasn’t stopped 200 


times dozens at a time. He rare- scores of lions from being killed 
ly ate anything from their corps- in the state every year through 150 


es, instead leaving them to rot such permits, which are issued 120 


2 in their pens. as a matter of course when a 100 
11 1 After losing nine alpacas in lion has attacked a domestic TAKES 
2 one year, Vaughn and her hus- animal. Since Proposition 117 50 
band installed motion lights, passed, an average of 98 moun- 5 
i - in li i ie) 1 7 T mr 7 1 T m 
blasted talk radio over loud tain lions have been killed each BGAE. 90. “GEE. 190i. Soa 2 Do i6 
3 speakers, and hung flags and 
electrified wires to try to keep SEE COUGARS, 10A _ Source: California Department of Fish and Wildlife The Sacramento Bee 
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